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suffering attitude of the Polish people awakens a great emotion in my heart and at the same time I am filled with
awe and wonder for this chivalrous nation! What a great honor this nation is for the church and what a great
glory they bring to the Church! All this is because the Polish people have chosen Christ and choosing Christ —
they chose the Cross! The Kingdom of Christ is not of this world! The Polish nation is now bearing its Cross,
but even for them the dawn of resurrection will arrive. It will dawn for them because they belong to the true
imitators of Christ — unlike the apostles who were asking Jesus when He would establish His Kingdom — for
they were thinking of a life without the Cross — without any suffering!”

One of the newsletters of the underground “The Bulletin o Information™ has this article: “Different people
have different reactions to the horrors surrounding our existence. The mass murders in Palmira, the
concentration camps, crime of the hundreds of thousands of persons who were displaced and dispossed, the
seizure of men from their homes or from the street, the endless searches, the total disregard for human dignity,
the daily fear for our nearest and dearest.

Different people bear the high pressure of terror under which the entire country lives in different ways.
There are those who with clenched fists and set jaws are getting organized, preparing and just waiting for a
signal or a command. There are others who with the constrictions of a frightened heart and with terror in their
eyes — count their losses! There are still others who would want to withdraw from every action, from every
patriotic group — so that they can just somehow survive, saving their own lives and those of their nearest and
dearest.

There is one word; there is one understanding which we must all bear in mind and in soul. This will give us
strength, will point out our way in daily living and will make our heaviest losses and most bitter sufferings
bearable! That word is - the FRONT! There is a war going on between Poland and Germany. Today — we are
the Polish army that is engaged in battle! The battle front goes through our towns and villages and divides our
streets and homes. On the front — there are always losses! But — the one who falls — falls in battle and he with
his own suffering helps to lift his country out of slavery.

Last year, the defenders of Poland stood on guard, indifferent to the dangers they were facing, therefore, by
what right do we save and protect ourselves, thinking more of our own personal danger rather than our service
to our country? Independence cannot be won without sacrifice. One must pay the highest price for
independence and pay without bargaining. Our commander-in-chief with his army will not win independence —
We must all help him. God has given us a more pleasant battle than those had whose military graves cover the
land of our Republic. They perished with the feeling of defeat, but as for us, we can already feel on our cheeks
the breath of an imminent victory. They were drowning in bitterness and humiliation, whereas we have
everything given so that we can be full of faith and confidence. Despite all these differences — they persevered

and will we be weaker? They put up a brave front. — and will we hide? Man is a mortal being — and lives in
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order to die. A nation is immortal and its destiny is to continue to exist! Again the motto surfaces that was
formed in Warsaw a thousand years ago: “Even if the Polish people die, let Poland live!”

In the presence of such evidence among the Poles, we need not be concerned about the vibrancy of the
religion and morals of the Polish nation! Let us be prepared to help them in every way possible, but don’t ever

preach to them about morals!
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January 23, 1944
I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

There has never been such chaos all over the world and such wide-spread confusion as there is now in our
world. People do not know how to differentiate falsehood from truth, nor do they know how to separate the
cockle from the healthy seed. For these reasons people are living in uncertainty, anxiety and fear. There are
people circulating among us who pretend that they are all-knowing and have the power of clairvoyance. This is
happening in every walk of life! This is found even in religious life and is not even one iota less than in the
political life! T sometimes have the feeling that we all worry more about the world than the Creator does! Itis
from His almighty hands that not only this incredibly beautiful world has issued but the more beautiful heaven
also! Meanwhile we are neglecting the main reason why we are here on earth — to make our life not only
bearable, but make it successful and earn for ourselves the reward of complete and eternal happiness. We are
anxious about others; we worry about other peoples” affairs and neglect our own personal duties and family
obligations. This is happening especially among us and our people. All the more so since this unfortunate war
has thrown certain unhealthy elements on our American shores, elements that are very insistent and often
glaringly shameless. These people have found the territory of the American-Poles a fertile field for the exercise
of their cynical, personal and selfish ambitions. Some of them write. Others agitate. Some are involved with
politicians and diplomats. Others consider themselves crusaders of the twentieth century. All of them have one
common goal — to arouse suspicions and to spread fear. If it concerns the political scene, then it leaves me
neither hot nor cold!

I repeat this for the hundredth time — The Polish-American community is not the receptive ground for the
sowing of seeds of politically European views. Others, under the pretense of fervor and zeal for the faith and
the Church, are spreading rumors of a threatening danger for the faith among the people. They are predicting
the fall of the Church, a splintering of the Church and similar religious catastrophes.

But — the Polish nation has been giving testimony of its faith since September, 1939! They are testifying to
this faith through prisons, concentration camps and hunger! They are sealing their faith with their blood and
their death. The Polish nation continues in this Faith — in this Faith it survives and in this Faith it will
persevere!

FRAGMENTS

Looking over the copies of the secret Polish press that we managed to get out of the country that is
occupied by the Germans, it is easy to see how truly Catholic the Polish people are — how deeply religious they
are and true believers. This is at a time when the German occupiers are putting enormous pressure on the
people hoping that by demoralizing them, they will undermine the nation in order to be able to ruin it so much
easier. The Polish underground writers recognize this plan as do all their secret organizations. Their entire
community sees this and they all actively fight all the attempts of their enemy. In Poland, the process of
spiritual renewal which had begun before was going forward very rapidly. The deceptive mottos of the
nineteenth century are already considered past history in which the genius of man, dazed by the surge of
discoveries and inventions in the technical and the material spheres, started a battle with God. There, man’s
intellectual changes turned him back from the wrong paths on which he had been led due to his unbounded
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satanic pride and his conceit. Similar conversions happened amongst those sections of our society which were
thrown into the immense open spaces of Asia. Similar changes were observed among the great number of
Polish soldiers who were in exile. They are natural changes — reactions to the deceptive beliefs of these present
times — the idea of arranging one’s life without God! Some of us had the misfortune of seeing with our own

eyes the reality of what took place in the country where for the past twenty years man tried to wage war against
God!

In 1941, a flag that was woven in Wilno and blessed in the sanctuary of Our Lady of Ostrobrama arrived in
Great Britain. On this flag, the hand of a Polish woman had woven the old Polish cry: God-Honor-Country.
These three interchangeable words which inspired our Polish pilots are nothing more than an order to return to
the traditions of past generations. It was under this motto that Poland fought to regain her independence. It was
under this motto which shone from all the army flags that the Polish soldiers in our present time tramped
through all of Europe in battles to save their own country. Unfortunately, someone’s hand opposed maintaining
the name of God on our banners and flags. That same hand succeeded in removing God from our family life as
well as our cultural, national and official government life. The Polish people in great numbers stubbornly
opposed these attempts. From the grass roots up there was a mighty protest and demand!

Today, according to the order of the country, that which was picked up by our fighting soldiers has turned
us back to the traditions of our ancestors: On all the military flags and all the air force flags that are sent over
from Poland, these words will always be inscribed: “God-Honor-Country”. In giving this order, the
Commander-in-Chief insisted that this motto reflects the deepest essence of our history and traditions. From the
very beginning of its history, the Polish Nation was faithful to the deep meanings involved in these three words.
We know what a live echo the call for “God-Honor-Country” awakens today especially in the ranks of our
fighting forces. The Polish underground confirms this by pointing to what happened when a woven flag was
sent from Wilno across seven borders to the brave Polish Air force in England. In June of this past year, the
voice of these standard bearers came all the way to us from the so-called “Zegrza Ujazdowskiego” in
Uzbekstan, Russia. This same motto testified to your brave hearts in Scotland, where on the first anniversary of
this war, you spontaneously inserted the motto —“God-Honor-Country” on a new flag. We will fight for these
faithful ideals that were handed down to us by our ancestors — until we are victorious! I believe that the God of
our fathers will bless us who want to restore the honor due to the Polish nation!”

We all remember the facts that happened not too long ago, when these murderers realized that even their
most severe repressive measures were not able to subjugate the Polish nation. When they saw that an open war
on religion gives them slight results, they began to systematically demoralize our people. A very important fact
which we can never forget is that the enemy takes into account the role which religion plays in our life.
Immediately after the partitioning of the country in the eighteenth century, there were bloody conversions of the
Uniates to the Orthodox Church. At that same time on the western boundary they tried to remove the use of the
Polish language in the churches. Later, the treacherous defense of the occupier became the demoralization of
society with the help of money, entertainment and the encouragement to live free of worry. What an amazingly
close analogy we see when we compare the present situation with time when we lost our independence in the
eighteenth century. Today, also, our churches are closed and today, also our priests are threatened with
persecution, torture and death! Just as things happened then, the same is happening now. After invading the
country, the occupying army began to forcibly “convert” the conquered Polish people to a new — either red or
brown — faith! This enemy is well aware of the importance of religion in our nation. The enemy knows that as
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long as the Polish people are strong in their faith and thus morally strong, the battle with them will be very
difficult and at times even hopeless. This is the reason for its ruthless battle with the Church in Poland.

I was lately conversing with a Polish pilot who has just recently arrived iin their country and is now among
us. His eye-witness accounts are the best evidence that shows how well our people in Poland understand their
role. I do not intend to grow sentimental over the sufferings of the Polish people under this occupation, even
though these sufferings are so horrible that the most gifted writer cannot adequately describe them. However, if
the word “country” keeps forcing itself under my pen, it is because there are commanding voices coming from
there stating that every Pole thinks the same way and that there — there are only Polish people! They also want
us to know that the adherents of these new “religions” — whether brown or red — are only the occupants or the
agents of a foreign country!

This is also the thinking of the Polish soldier who of his own accord inscribed the words — “God-Honor-
Country” on his military flag. He — as a soldier — understands very well that without God, any battle is
hopeless! He — a soldier — in spite of two great defeats, despite the fact that he was already in situations from
which it seemed that there was no exit, despite the fact that he was disappointed by those on whom he
depended, he kept his faith. That faith bid him to continue on the road that he had chosen. He does not hesitate
today and he will not hesitate in the future even though he sees and understands the present threatening
situation. God, whom that soldier always carried in his heart, has finally returned to all the military flags!

Neither world history nor church history write about the atrocities and the violence that is likened to and
equal to the horrors inflicted upon the Polish people by these German hordes beginning with September of
1939! What was the cause of these bestial actions of the German soldiers on Polish land? Because the Polish
nation — as a nation was a deeply Catholic nation! From end to end it belonged to Christ. These neo-pagans
and barbarians were determined to destroy the Church and to eradicate the Catholic faith in Poland. Naturally
and very logically, the first ones that they attacked were the Polish clergy. What was their reaction? How did
they behave? Here is an example:

“Shortly after these hordes of German Huns invaded Polish territory, they arrested a Bishop and 35 priests.
At first they packed them all in a common jail where they kept them for several days. Then, under the pretext
that they were inciting others to revolt, they transferred them to a concentration camp where they confined them
in a separate building so that they would not infect or influence others. It was absolutely forbidden for anyone
to even go near their building. The priests were forced to do all kinds of hard labor. Periodically, the guards
would single out the oldest priests and force them to perform gymnastically. If one of them would faint due to
weakness and exhaustion, the guards would revive him by dousing him with pails of ice water which they
always had on hand. The guards entertained themselves by using the priests as objects of their cruel games, by
slapping their faces and mercilessly beating these priests. Sometimes they would force them to march barefoot
over the parade ground that had been purposely covered with thick gravel or thick seeded sand mixed with tiny
sharp pebbles. Whoever passed this way of the Cross even once, fell like a log. Yet, not a word of complaint
was heard to fall from the lips of these priests who were so beaten and tortured. Why was it that nothing could
break their spirit despite merciless abuse, humiliation and torture? For the reason that they secretly received
flour which they used to secretly bake bread.

“Till this day, no one knows how and through whom they received several bunches of grapes from time to
time. They secretly crushed these to obtain the juice. The bishop consecrated their tin cups which they then
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used as chalices. Night after night, at one minute past midnight, while one of the priest-prisoners stood guard,
the rest of them celebrated Mass at the long prison table. Thus, between midnight and dawn, 36 Masses were
celebrated in this concentration camp which was created for the sole purpose of destroying this religion whose
core is the Sacrifice of the Cross which is repeated in every Mass.

After three months when all these clergy were being led out of their cells to face death by a firing squad,
the German officers were congratulating each other that this new Pro-German Order had straightened out and
conformed the clergy’s beliefs in the will of the Feuhrer — for he had taken away from them their ability to
celebrate Mass and had reduced them to the level of the multitude of other prisoners! The officers of this Nazi
concentration camp were dumbfound when this Bishop, both hero and martyr informed them that indeed, each
one of them had regularly celebrated Mass during their confinement in this prison! He stressed that it was only
the Mass that had given them the strength to survive their brutal prison treatment.

Hearing this, the officers fell into a fury! Leading these condemned clergy to the wall, they cursed them
while they beat them mercilessly. They were then felled by the bullets of a machine gun.”

What about the Polish people? They bend under the cross and fall — but they again rise and go further.
From where do they draw such strength and their perseverance which has the world regard them with awe?
From Faith! From that deep faith which has been rooted in the Polish soul many centuries ago! The whole
world should never forget that the Polish nation, through its sufferings and sacrifices is defending the
democracies of the world. It is not only defending all of Christian civilization but, at the same time, Christian
democracy. The Polish people are carrying the torch of faith for people of all professions of faith! In spite of
everything, they are slowly winning the battle for the whole world for man’s freedom to worship God according
to his conscience.

Germany didn’t only close the churches. Oh, no! At first, wherever they were able, they bombed them.
Later, they changed them into theaters, barns, garages and warehouses. Then they closed all the schools. They
arrested the clergy, threw them into prisons and concentration camps — murdering thousands of them and still
torturing others. Only God knows how much they suffered! The Nazis even collected and confiscated all
Polish books of prayer. They displaced the people forcing them out of their homes and villages making them
transients who are dying from suffering and pain, from sicknesses and hunger, from fear and terror! The Nazis
did all of this! There is only one thing that these Nazis will never be able to accomplish! They will never
succeed in uprooting God from Polish hearts! A Polish person understands perfectly the meaning of his holy
Faith. In dangerous situations, in misfortunes, in prison, in the concentration camp and in exile — a Polish
person will find a way to profess his faith, practice what he believes in and serve God!

The Polish nation understands that the Christian faith suffered persecution from its very beginning. They
understand that the believers in this Christian Religion have always had to walk the Way of the Cross at all
times and in every age. They also know well that up to the present time, no mighty ruler, no powerful State or
nation has ever won a war against Christ or the faith of Christ. Neither will the Third German Reich win nor
the German nation nor the entire bunch of neo pagans! This is why the Polish nation does not despair, for they
believe, they deeply believe that Christ Himself is with them and even the gates of hell will not overcome or
break this religion.

At the beginning of December, 1943, the Rector of the Polish church wrote: “Today, when Poland is once
more held captive by a barbarian enemy, the entire Polish emigration will again consecrate themselves to the
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Immaculate Heart of Mary — this time in a Polish church in London. Once before already, this only Polish
church that is free in all of Europe was the scene of the most touching celebration of the dedication of all the
Poles to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. On the threshold of the past year, with the Head of the Polish nation
together with the Bishop of the Polish Army, refugees, soldiers, sailors and Polish air-men were gathered in
great numbers and with great faith and devotion they loudly proclaimed their Act of Consecration to the
Immortal God, the King of all Ages and Nations. They all prayed, “We want to live Your Life now. We want
to cultivate those virtues which You promised would bring peace here on earth. We want to force the spirit of
the world faraway from ourselves for it is the spirit which You cursed.

This time, on the feast of the Immaculate Conception — a feast that is very dear to every Polish heart — all
the Polish exiles in Great Britain, along with the Polish military, will solemnly consecrate themselves to Her
who crushed the head of Satan! This they were doing in response to the invitation of the Holy Father who
consecrated the whole world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary! It is she who so many times in the history of
Poland was, is and always will be — the victorious Queen of Poland!

“My people, never did I leave you

Never did I turn my face from you

I am — from ages past — your power and your shield!

Mother of God!”
The feast will be celebrated on Sunday, December 12 in the Polish church in the presence of the President of the
Republic of Poland, members of the Polish Government, National Councils and representatives of the Polish
Armed Services!”

It is worth noting here that in January Archbishop Samuel Stritch thus addressed the parishioners of St.
John Cantius in Chicago: “Today we hear from all sides of great and brutal injustice in every society, how the
weak are oppressed by the strong, how tyranny rules, how people sneer at the idea of justice, what crimes are
committed in its name and how dishonest people barter with justice. The world is unable to give a complete
answer to various urgent matters while the people impatiently wait for solutions — especially concerning
spiritual difficulties to which only a deep faith in Christ can give satisfying answers.

This deep faith is the most precious inheritance and the most glorious legacy of the Polish people. It isa
legacy that has been bathed in blood so often that it’s the crimson color of blood. This heritage has made the
Polish people truly great in the Kingdom of God. The Polish people could be a great earthly kingdom if they
would only betray their faith and Christ. But the Polish people preferred to sacrifice all earthly kingdoms since
they understood that true greatness depends on spiritual values which were more precious to them. They valued
them much more than the tinsel and glitter of short lived earthly kingdoms.

The Polish nation has again been struck a great blow. Again their national rights have been shamelessly
attacked, but the Polish nation has never struck any compromise with lawlessness. Therefore, even now Poland
did not seek any agreement with injustice. The Polish nation kept its faith and there is no force on earth that is

capable of removing faith from Poland. News that comes to us in many round-about ways about heroic and




